New Mexico Historical Review
Volume 64

Number 4

Article 5

10-1-1989

Book Reviews

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmhr

Recommended Citation
. "Book Reviews." New Mexico Historical Review 64, 4 (1989). https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmhr/
vol64/iss4/5

This Review is brought to you for free and open access by UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in New Mexico Historical Review by an authorized editor of UNM Digital Repository. For more information,
please contact disc@unm.edu.

Book Reviews

Merchants Guns and Money: The Story of Lincoln County and Its Wars. By John P.
Wilson. (Santa Fe: Museum of New Mexico Press, 1987. xii + 226 pp. Illus~
trations, notes, bibliography, index. $24.95 cloth, $14.95 paper.)
Merchants Guns and Money is more and less than "a history of Lincoln, a
town in southeastern New Mexico" (p. xi). John P. Wilson asks some fundamental questions about the impact of western violence and federal policies on
a small frontier community, but this is not a definitive local history. Essentially,
Wilson traces the evolution of Lincoln from 1855 through 1913, when Carrizozo
replaced it as county seat, thus confirming Lincoln's economic and political
decline. Today, the town survives as Lincoln State Monument, largely because
it spawned, and society nurtured, the legend of Billy the Kid. Aside from
endemic violence, Lincoln had other interesting characteristics in its earlier
years. Blessed with fertile bottomland and nearby cattle ranches, a military
post, and a Mescalero Apache reservation, Lincoln was a place where Hispanics, Anglos, blacks, and Indians lived in dose proximity and fragile harmony.
Accepting HarwoodP. Hinton's sage advice to "follow the money" (p. xii),
Wilson traced local economic relationships in exhaustive detail. Basing his
account on extensive research in local newspapers, military records, and regional archival materials, he concluded that the bloody conflicts in Lincoln
"grew out of a struggle for economic power in a land where hard cash was
scarce and federal contracts for the supply of provisions ... for the military
posts and Indian reservations were the grand prizes" (p. 27). Outside capital
and the arrival of the railroad intensified the competition in this limited-market
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economy, and the Lincoln County War of 1878-1879 was the climax of a decade
of conflict fueled by ambition and greed. Armed ruffians were agents of "mercantile capitalists" (p. 31), whose economic interests were firmly entwined with
local politics and law enforcement. Even worse, territorial and federal officials
often worked at cross purposes with local authorities even when they were
not representing opposite sides in the conflicts. The army also played an ambivalent role in local affairs, sometimes intervening and, at other times, maintaining a strained neutrality.
Merchants Guns and Money is interesting but not compelling reading. Wilson's account is complex and'incomplete, and informs us less about Lincoln
than about its wars. The emphasis on violence and its causes focuses too much
attention on the 1870s and obscures important social and cultural themes. For
example, Hispanics comprised a majority of the population in Lincoln and
participated in the violence, but the reader gains little understanding of their
cultural and political roles in the comm~nity. In addition, the Ninth Cavalry
unit stationed at Fort Stanton was a black regiment. Did the local community
respond to these soldiers as neighbors, customers, and protectors or as enforcers of outside authority? Is it possible to compare what happened in Lincoln
with the situations black troopers faced in Wyoming's Johnson County War
and Idaho's mining wars?
Despite its shortcomings, Merchants Guns and Money improves our understanding of the travails of a small community during the territorial period. It
should be read, however, in conjunction with Robert Utley's High Noon in
Lincoln (1987). The Museum of New Mexico Press should be commended for
producing a book free of typographical errors and filled with interesting photos
and useful maps, but, inexplicably, the bibliography reverses the standard
order of categories.
Eckard V. Toy, Jr.
Oregon State University

They "Knew" Billy the Kid: Interviews with Old-Time New Mexicans. Edited by
Robert F. Kadlec. (Santa Fe: Ancient City Press, 1987. ix + 126 pp. Illustrations,
maps, notes, index. $18.95 cloth, $9.95 paper.)
In the late 1930s, as a relief measure for unemployed writers, the Federal
Writers' Project funded the assembly of a great variety of items of local history.
The effort centered on historically important fragments buried in old newspaper files, municipal and county records, letters from attic trunks, and above
all the memories of old-timers. Reflecting the abilities of the researchers, the
quality of the results fluctuated wildly.
The manuscripts relating to New Mexico, long available in various state
depositories, deserve to be taken seriously even though many have little or
no redeeming value. Many of the newspapers and official records have disappeared, and of course the old-timers are gone. Buried in all the garbage is
an occasional gem that justifies the excavation.
Robert F. Kadlec's selection of interviews focusing on Billy the Kid is
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interesting and useful from several viewpoints. All, even the most demonstrably nonsensical, reveal what a towering figure of legend the Kid had become
by the 1930s. Contemporary records certify him to have attained the status of
folk hero with the Hispanic farmers and herders of southern New Mexico even
before his death in 1881. These interviews, many with Hispanics, show how
lustily the image grew in their memories after he was killed and began to fix
himself in the popular imagination. Almost certainly, they remembered a far
more intimate relationship than really existed, and some probably only thought
they had known him. But as with Robin Hood and his clones ever since, the
perception rather than the reality makes the reputation. "El Bilito" burned
brightly in their memories, as he still lives in the imaginations of their descendants today.
The interviews are of value to the historian as well as the folklorist. For
chronology and events, most are useless, but for characterization of people
and the tempo and color of everyday life, they yield rich fruit.
And some, a"very few, are significant specimens of firsthand evidence if
exploited carefully. An example is the lengthy interview with Francisco Trujillo.
At first glance, it seems the incoherent rambling of a senile old man. But once
the phonetically rendered names are accurately translated (e.g., Macky Nane
is McNab, John Melton is John Middleton), and the framework of his narrative
substantiated from other sources, the result is a major tool in reconstructing
the activities of the Regulators in the Lincoln County War.
For the aficionado of Billy the Kid, this book is a useful collection of
reminiscences. For the casual reader, it is a quick and amusing excursion through
the memories of old settlers. Read, though, for impressions and sensations,
not for facts.
Robert M. Utley
Santa Fe

The Capture of Billy the Kid. Edited by James H. Earle. (College Station, Texas:
Creative Publishing Company, 1988. 159 pp. Illustrations, maps, bibliography,
index. $21.95.)
In December 1880, Lincoln County Sheriff Pat Garrett, leading a small
posse, surprised Billy the Kid's band of outlaws as they rode into Fort Sumner,
New Mexico. In the brief skirmish that followed, the lawmen's gunfire killed
Tom O'FolIiard." The Kid and the rest of his confederates escaped to a stone
house near Stinking Springs where Garrett and his men gave chase. There the
posse killed Charlie Bowdre, another of the Kid's associates; and besieged the
other inmates until they surrendered. The lawmen then conveyed their-captives to Las Vegas and on to Santa Fe to await trial.
The Capture of Billy the Kid presents detailed accounts, from several viewpoints, of this single dramatic incident in the life of the celebrated outlaw.
Included are several contemporary newspaper reports, maps marking the sites
of the skirmish and surrender and the recollections of five different individuals
who either participated in the capture or heard the story directly from those
present. The previously published accounts of Pat Garrett, Charlie Siringo,
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and Jim East will be familiar to students of the Kid's life. The 1937 reminiscence
of Louis Bousman, though brief and somewhat superficial, holds more interest.
The centerpiece of the book, however, is a previously unknown and purported eyewitness account of the Kid's capture, written by Cal Polk in 1896
as part of a larger manuscript autobiography. Polk's version, the original of
which seems to have disappeared, ranks as the third oldest account of the
incident behind published versions of Garrett and Siringo. Garrett, Siringo,
and East all agree that Polk, at age seventeen, had joined Charlie Siringa's
contingent of cowboys from the Texas Panhandle in pursuit of the New Mexican
cattle thieves headed by Billy the Kid. These same sources, however, all indicate
that Polk never joined Garrett's posse bound for Fort Sumner but went instead
with Siringo to White Oaks to gather stray cattle and monitor area cattle thieves.
In a 1927 interview with J. Evetts Haley, Jim East remembered: "Col. [sic] Polk
was just a kid, and I didn't blame him for not going."
The author's tendency to place himself at the center of the action also
brings into question the validity of his account. It is Polk, for example, who
accompanies East to reconnoiter the house which shelters the Kid and his
companions. Billy the Kid presents Polk with his Winchester. Polk helps Garrett
face down a mob at the railroad station at Las Vegas and so on.
Cal Polk certainly knew the story of Billy the Kid's capture well. He
undoubtedly heard the tale directly from Garrett's men shortly after the incident and probably picked up additional details later while sharing a winter
cow camp with Jim East. He also could have read the published accounts.
Polk's manuscript resembles Siringo's book A Texas Cowboy in both tone and
sentiment.
The problem with The Capture of Billy the Kid, however, does not rest solely
with the veracity of Polk's memoir. It lies also in the failure of the book's editor
to exercise even a modicum of critical judgment in presenting Polk's manuscript as an "eyewitness" account without any caveat. The editor instead is
content to let readers judge for themselves, an exercise that surely will perpetuate the legend of Billy the Kid.
,
B. Byron Price
National Cowboy Hall of Fame

Bandit Years: A Gathering of Wolves. By Mark Dugan. (Santa Fe: Sunstone Press,
1987. 128 pp. Illustrations, map, notes, bibliography, index. $10.95 paper.)
The westward movement in the nineteenth century included a cross section of Americans-from the exalted to the vicious. Mark Dugan describes the
lawless activities of some of the latter variety, who beset stagecoaches in southern Colorado and northern New Mexico in 1880-1881. Dugan is a graduate of
North Carolina State University and an ardent student of frontier desperadoes.
The author narrates the exploits of four outlaw leaders: Bill Miner, who
practiced the trade of banditry for fifty years; Arthur Pond, alias Billy LeRoy,
whom newspapers confused with Billy the Kid; Charles Ennis (Annis), alias
Allison, a former handcuff salesman; and Hamilton White III, a member of a
prominent Texas family. These four highwaymen and their followers each
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descended upon J. L. Sanderson & Company stages. From September 1880 to
June 1881, the road agents robbed ten coaches, especially along the AlamosaLake City route in Colorado. While these outlaws acquired little booty, their
collective efforts aroused intense public anger. Irate citizens of Del Norte,
Colorado, lynched Billy LeRoy and his brother, Silas Pond. The author regards
Miner and White as men of above average abilities, but believes Allison and
LeRoy inept. Dugan could go farther. These freebooters spent their loot frivolously, or in a pathetic display of "success," paraded their wealth (plunder)
before hometown folks. They inexplicably returned to prey upon the same
stagecoach company and face almost certain capture or death. The author has
added a modest block to the slowly growing body of scholarship about lawlessness on the frontier. He has performed thorough research in newspapers,
federal and state documents, and historical societies. He has managed to gather
an impressive amount of material about such a brief and obscure subject.
Larry D. Ball
Arkansas State University

John Ringo: The Gunfighter Who Never Was. By Jack Burrows. (Tucson: University
of Arizona Press, 1987. xv + 242 pp. Illustrations, notes, bibliography, index.
$21.95.)

John Peters Ringo-<>ne of the best-known gunfighters-met his death
over a century ago, his body being found on July 14, 1882 in Cochise County,
Arizona Territory. One of the few indisputable facts about Ringo is that it was
indeed his body that was found. Beyond that, almost everything is subject to
debate. During his lifetime Ringo attained a degree of notoriety for his involvement in the Mason County range war of Texas and his association with
the anti-Earp forces of Tombstone. The actions of his life certainly do not justify
the great myth created in the twentieth century-with books, movies, television programs, and songs-in whole or in part devoting attention, to this
man with the "immortality ... in the tonal quality of his name."
Author Jack Burrows has provided a work dealing with Ringo-"twenty
years of research into historical archives and interviews with Ringo's family,"
according to the dustjacket blurb-but it falls disappointingly short of being
even a remotely definitive biography of Ringo the man. Burrows has done a
great deal of research, but the result unfortunately suggests his theme was
intended to be an analysis of certain twentieth-century writers and how their
treatment of Ringo and Tombstone in part established the gunfighter myth.
To consider the writings of Walter Noble Burns, Billy Breakenridge, Eugene
Cunningham, Stuart N. Lake and how it established the mythical qualities of
Ringo as gunfighter is all v,ery interesting. But we are left with the feeling that
Burrows may have only intended to present a literary analysis of these authors'
works and did not intend to write a biography at all. Only a cursory effort
was made to examine Ringo's actions from leaVing California at age nineteen
in 1869 to his arrival in Texas. His actions in the Mason County range war are
discussed superficially. The incident resulting in the death of Dick Lloyd, in
which Ringo participated, is mentioned only in a footnote.
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The chapter devoted to the Mason County feud is shared with the "Little
Sisters." We do not learn who the friends were who "busted" Ringo and George
Gladden from the Lampasas County jail; we are told merely the date of their
arrest by Texas Rangers with no details provided on this remarkable action.
We are informed that Ringo was in the Travi~ County jail with John Wesley
Hardin but strangely Burrows leads us to believe that Hardin considered Ringo
as "mean and vicious," which may be an idea created by Burrows himself. Still
in this same paragraph we learn Ringo served as constable in Loyal Valley,
Texas, in 1878, but we then jump to Ringo's first appearance in Arizona and
the attempted killing of Louis Hancock in 1879.
Possibly this hodgepodge is meant to support the claim that Ringo rode
with outlaw gangs for thirteen of his thirty-two years, another statement of
doubtful authenticity. Ringo left his family in California in 1869 but does not
appear to have been connected with any type of outlaw or illegal activity until
the range war of 1875 in Mason County. These are the lost years of Ringo, but
merely because there is no documentation for his actions does not automatically
place him within outlaw gangs. Are we to consider him an outlaw when he
was elected to the position of constable in 1878? From Ringo's first appearance
in Arizona in late 1879 until his death in mid-1882 is less than three years. He
did associate himself with the anti-Earp forces so it can be accepted that he
associated with "outlaw gangs," but this does not corne close to a thirteenyear period of outlawry.
Possibly the editors are to blame in forcing a lengthy manuscript to be cut
down to a smaller size. If we believe that Burrows did put in twenty years of
research then we must assume he did quite a bit of digging in old newspaper
files, courthouse records, archival material, as well as studying the writings
of Burns, Lake, and others. But the questions that remain unanswered and
those with unsatisfactory responses make the reader wonder. Much less attention to twentieth-century writers and a more concerted effort to provide a
complete biography of the man would have resulted in a much more satisfactory work.
Chuck Parsons

Fort Wayne, Wisconsin
Cowtown Lawyers: Dodge City and Its Attorneys, 1878-1886. By C. Robert Haywood. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1988. xiv + 289 pp. Illustrations, map, table, appendixes, notes, bibliography, index. $24.95.)
The prototype of a lawless, western town of the nineteenth century is
Dodge City, Kansas. Made famous by the successful television series, Gunsmoke, and by numerous books-fiction, nonfiction, and copied-Dodge City
is known for its violence, gambling, drinking, and brazen ways. Were there
no voices of moderation in this settlement of excess? Were there attempts to
"clean up the mess" in Dodge? In short, where were the "agents of civilization"-the lawyers?
As it turns out, the lawyers were indeed in Dodge City, and according to
C. Robert Haywood, they were doing well. Cowtown Lawyers is a well-written
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book, tracing the history of the seminal years of a drunk, wild town going
sober through its attorneys. The crucial decade to Dodge Citians was a time
of transition from cowtown to cowlesstown, from settlement without restraint
to a city under control, and in essence from child to adult.
Cowtown Lawyers is divided into ten chapters plus a preface and two appendixes. The approach is primarilyprosopographical after the first three chapters set the scene. The appendixes cover lists of Ford County officials and those
Dodge City residents who tried to claim lawyer status. A bibliography and end
notes follow the appendixes.
Much of the narrative is built around the lives of two attorneys, Harry E.
Gryden and Michael W. Sutton, and an important event, the Luke Short Affair.
Harry Gryden, Swedish immigrant and veteran of the Union cause during the
Civil War, moved to Dodge City to take up lawyering in the early 1870s. He
was known as a heavy drinker, a carefree gambler, and "good frontier lawyer."
He served as both a prosecutor and a defender. His passion, like most attorneys, was politics, and he eventually became the head lawyer for the Gang,
a political cabal that held power in Dodge City and sought to protect and
maintain the saloon trade.
Gryden's greatest adversary was Mike Sutton. Born in New York, Sutton
served in the Union army and after the war moved to Kansas where he was
admitted to the bar. He settled in Dodge City in 1876. At first Sutton worked
with the Gang, but he later split with it, ruining his friendship with Bat Masterson. Sutton became leader of the forces of reform, the local Republican party,
and reluctantly the prohibitionists. Sutton prevailed over Gryden in the courtroom and in local politics. Gryden, Sutton, and all of Dodge City's other
twenty-five attorneys struggled over who would control local politics and hence
local legal business.
. .
Through extensive use of newspaper accounts and what court records are
available, Haywood has proVided us with a delightful account of the lawyers
of Dodge City. While not set within a legal historiographical context, this
volume nevertheless is important for its comprehensive research and lively
narrative. Read in conjunction with Robert Dykstra's The Cattle Towns, no more
thorough treatments of the history of a western community can be found.
John R. Wunder
University of Nebraslaz, Lincoln

Badge and Buckshot: Lawlessness in Old California. By John Boessenecker. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1988. xiii + 333 pp. Illustrations, maps,
notes, bibliography, index. $22.95.)
John Boessenecker has reconstructed an outlaw West peopled with dastardly desperadoes and decent lawmen. In his floridly descriptive book about
lawlessness in old California, Boessenecker attempts to show that the frontier
legal system "worked" better than we have previously thought. This attempt
is wrought with problems, not the least of which is Boessenecker's determined
defensiveness in fending off the insights of revisionist historians, who, his
overly simplistic caricature informs us, "would have one believe that the Old
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West's prisons were filled with persecuted ethnic minorities, innocent of the
offenses they were charged with" (p. 3). Given that straw man to attack, Boessenecker paints the black-and-white world of nineteenth-century California
lawlessness and law enforcement.
Badge and Buckshot is written almost entirely from the author's research
into newspapers and court records. While his research is thorough, he has
allowed his narrative to be overly influenced by the melodramatic tone of his
sources. Consequently, the lawmen and outlaws represent the romantic stereotypes of their age, even as far as the dialogue they exchange. This tilt in
the book allows the author to minimize, for instance, the obvious psychopathic
actions of some of his subjects. So too with the one-dimensionality of the
lawmen, righteous standard-bearers whose case-breaking ends nearly always
justify their means. Boessenecker's contribution would have been greater had
he broken free from his sources to speak confidently of the complexities inherent in the stories he tells.
Western history has long been characterized by studies of outlaws, complete with their passive and eternally loyal women, and fearless, white-hatted
lawmen. Indeed, the West of the bad guy has become western history's problem child, better to be ignored than dealt with. Books such as Badge and Buckshot
do not assist in rescuing western studies from that rather unfair caricature.
Boessenecker, who is not a professional historian, does at least go beyond the
dime-novel format of many studies, and he has done considerable work in
primary source materials. His book is also engagingly well-written: a look at
outlaws and lawmen that many general readers will find perfectly satisfying.
But the specialist in the field awaits a treatment that seeks to answer more the
"why" than the "who" in nineteenth-century-western crime.
William F. Deverell
California Institute of Technology

Law and Community on the Mexican California Frontier: Anglo-American Expatriates
and the Clash of Legal Traditions, 1821-1846. By David J. Langum. (Norman:
University of Oklahoma Press, 1987. xii + 308 pp. Illustrations, tables, appendixes, notes, bibliography, index. $30.00.)

This pioneering work in southwestern legal history succeeds on many
levels. It breaks new ground in showing the rule of law in California prior to
United States sovereignty. The fact that there was any law at all will surprise
Borderlands students raised on contemporaneous assessments describing as
lawless Mexican society in California, Texas, and New Mexico. But Law and
Community on the Mexican CalIfornia Frontier goes much deeper. Its rich analysis
of primary archival documents gives us a real glimpse of how the law operated
to help organize an existing California society.
David J. Langum's book shows how the Mexican legal system worked,
how Anglo emigres to Mexican California perceived that system, and how they
adjusted to the profound differences between the civil law that they found in
California and the fundamentally different common law baggage that they toted
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with them from the east. The .organization of the book traces these three
themes.
This study stands on firmest ground when it addresses Anglo perceptions
of and adjustments to the Mexican system. Langum is particularly moving
when he describes and analyzes the profoundly different goals of Mexican and
Anglo civil litigation. According to Langum, Mexican litigation tried to end
disputes while Anglo litigation tried to vindicate rights. In a world so sharply
divided, it is no wonder each regarded the other with such profound suspicion.
The book details and explains this mistrust particularly well.
The book succeeds almost as well in its treatment of the Mexican system
of law on its own terms. Langum's extensive research in the Monterey archives
and the Berkeley and Huntington libraries, as well as a wide range of secondary
sources, yields an interesting portrait <;>f litigation in California from the bottom
up. The author's approach shows the difference between the law as mandated
from Mexico City and as applied in frontier California. However, the few
defects in this marvelous book stem from the virtues of its specificity.
The book restricts itself in at least two ways that make its conclusions
difficult to extend to the Borderlands in general. First, the book hardly deals
with disputes regarding land and water and the method of their resolution
either in California or in those other areas in which Mexican law applied
between 1821 and 1846. For example, the New Mexico record demonstrates
that pitched battles over access to natural resources provided the greatest need
for dispute resolution and tested the Mexican system to its limits. .
Second, Langum's suggestion that the compulsory arbitration mandated
by Mexican law effectively reduced full-blown litigation may be true for California but is not so obvious in a Mexican New Mexico that was six times as
large as California and probably much further developed and entrenched in
its institutions. In particular, Mexican period historians of New Mexico have
noted that New Mexicans were no less litigious after 1821 than they had been
before. While books of conciliaciones do begin to appear in the Mexican archives
of New Mexico after 1832, they by no means replaced the extensive, full-blown
lawsuits that New Mexicans entered into between 1821 and 1846.
This difference may only mean, as today, that Californios were more mellow than Nuevo MeJ4canos. But it suggests that the bold outlines of Langum's
California analysis did not emerge as clearly elsewhere in the Borderlands. In
those days, California was the wilderness and New Mexico the heartland of
civilization.
These questions about scope and applicability represent minor cavils with
a magnificent work that is bound to remove some of the bad reputation that
legal history suffers in the Borderlands. Langum writes beautifully. His sentences sparkle with rich legal detail that is explained for lay readers. The
University of Oklahoma Press has produced a handsome text that is easy to
read and easy to follow, especially because the extensive footnotes appear on
the bottom of each page,
Em Hall
University of New Mexico
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Gringo Justice. By Alfredo Mirande. (Notre Dame, Indiana: University of Notre
Dame Press, 1987. xii + 261 pp. Illustrations, tables, notes, bibliography, index.
$24.95 cloth.)
Gringo Justice by sociologist Alfredo Mirande is an interesting but uneven
sociological history of conflictual Mexican-Anglo relations. The interest comes
from the topics Mirande considers in successive chapters-the Treaty of Gua- .
dalupe Hidalgo, land displacement, bandits and revolutionaries, the border
and immigration control, police brutality, and the gang "problem." Despite
such a sweeping overview, Mirande tells us he aims not to write history but
to "link contemporary social science theories with the historical reality of the
Chicano population" (p. 2).
.' .
Unfortunately, the result is not linkage but a disjointed treatment of both
sociology and history. Mirande's sociological discussion is basically limited to
the introductory and concluding chapters, with the historical chapters sandwiched in-between. Left to fend for themselves, these historical chapters end
up being descriptive summaries of various episodes of Anglo injustice and
Chicano resistance. When sociological concepts and categories are introduced,
they appear as awkward intrusions, not fully blended into the historical material. For example, in the concluding section of the police chapter, the distinction between "communal riots" and "commodity riots" is introduced suddenly
(p. 180), too late to influence the preceding discussion of riots.
The disclaimer about not writing history also allows Mirande to impose
sociological categories on the historical material, rather than permitting this
material to inform the construction of categories and generalizations. To take
one instance, in Mirande's classification, New Mexican deputy sheriff Elfego
Baca remains a "social bandit," even though Mirande knows that this cannot
be so (p. 85). This is not just a minor error inherited from secondary sources.
By labelling Baca as a "social bandit" rather than accepting him as a lawman,
Mirande is able to maintain a narrow view of the "gringo justice" system after
annexation. Misjudgments of this nature ultimately undermine the very sociological concepts and categories that Mirande wishes to explicate.
The most important of these concepts is that of "gringo justice." The
brutality of annexation and domination should be unquestioned, and it'does
require another re-telling, if only to counterbalance the eulogies of the "winning
of the West." It is here that Mirande's book makes a clear contribution. But
this experience of annexation and domination was a complex matter, and
examining this complexity should identify factors that sometimes made "justice" possible as well as those that made "injustice" a common pattern. Instead
"gringo justice" in Mirande's work appears to be an undifferentiated and unchanging given.
The failings of Mirande's book are common ones in historical sociology,
a reflection of the recent renaissance of the field and of the initial steps taken
by sociologists to learn "how to do history." In spite of such weaknesses, Gringo
Justice should serve, for southwestern historians and sociologists, as a useful
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reference book on the conflictual side of Mexican-Anglo relations. For the
novice in this area the book should be an important introduction.
David Montejano
University of Texas

Frontier Justice: The Reminiscences of Ged Baldwin. By Ged Baldwin. (Edmonton:
University of Alberta Press, 1987. xi + 175 pp. Illustrations, maps. $21.00.)
This book is a primary source for legal historians of the Canadian frontier
experience and enjoyable anecdotal reading. Ged Baldwin's tales are of life
and law in the Peace River Valley of Alberta from 1929, when he entered the
life of the law as a student and practitioner, until 1979, when he concluded a
career as a member of Parliament. Memorable criminal cases are the focus of
most of these reminiscences. Canadian homicides in the valley were crimes
involving alcohol, guns, passions, love triangles, and brutal wife beatings. The
criminally accused were brought before the bar of justice with varying results
due primarily to the behavior of judges charging juries and juries reacting to
overbearing judges, reflecting the attitudes of the community, exhibiting local
knowledge of fairness, and mostly exercising "pioneer common sense."
These reminiscences provide a glimpse of the Canadian justice system and
some parallels for American frontier legal practice. Like attorneys of the nineteenth-century bar, Canadian lawyers had a very close relationship with other
members of the bar and bench, and with the local population that would
constitute the jury. Frequently, compensation was in kind rather than in money.
Often there were incongruities on the frontier. The tradition-bound legal procedures were played out in theaters and churches rather than coluID:nated
courtrooms. Despite the conditions and the harshness of climate, justice was,
to a great extent, done with a mixing of law and frontier common sense.
Gordon Morris Bakken
. California State University, Fullerton

The Territorial History of Socorro, New Mexico. By Bruce Ashcroft. (El Paso: Texas
Western Press, 1988. vii + 70 pp. Illustrations, map, table, notes, bibliography.
$10.00 cloth, $5.00 paper.)
.
Socorro was at its zenith for both economic importance and historical
interest during New Mexico's Territorial period. Importance is exemplified by
Socorro's economic rise and fall as a mining town; interest is illustrated by the
town's turbulence in human behavior.
Chapters follow chronological sequence describing local conditions and
people that created a boom town before its decline. The full account is divided
into preterritorial, preboom, economic boom, boom town society, the boom
busted and survival periods. Ashcroft took the measure of each period with
figures and statistical data but keeps the reader's interest riveted on the continuing story. While this history is mainly concerned with the economics of
the town's industrial and commercial prominence Ashcroft has liberally salted
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his account with fascinating reports on the people who made that history.
Good photographs illustrate the chapters.
The author deserves our compliments for being the first to write an orderly
and accurate narrative of Socorro's existence. And he is well qualified to do
it, having lived there as a university student when he fully mined the local
archives. Being a professional at the U.S. Air Force Historical Research Center
is proof of his credentials. He writes like a professional with an easy reading
style, and has been published before by this journal.
This study is exceptionally well researched and documented, but it is
lamentable that the publisher has shortened the original and better manuscript.
Only one inconsistency was spotted: conflicting dates for the Atchison, Topeka
and Santa Fe Railroad to reach Socorro. Then, a trivial quarrel could be picked
about John Kinney's sashays being more important as an episode in the Socorro
area than the omitted Toppy Johnson, both cattle rustlers. Finally, it is surprising that after all the offices held by Elfego Baca he did not earn a mention.
The general reader will enjoy this history about an old western town, and
historians will use it as a base point for further study. All readers will hope
that Ashcroft, or someone equal, will write volume two: Socorro's story since
1912.
Paxton P. Price
Las Cruces

Echoes Break the Silence: A Collection of Articles from New Mexico and Arkansas. By
Ernestine Chesser Williams. (Roswell, New Mexico: Pioneer Printing, Inc.,
1987. xiv + 345 pp. Illustrations, map, index. $15.95.)
Ernestine Chesser Williams' work differs somewhat from those usually
reviewed in this journal. Her's is not a scholarly work. It is not the product
of extensive documentary research nor does it argue a thesis, novel or otherwise. This collection of essays records the experiences of a woman as daughter,
wife, and mother on the ranching and farming frontier of rural New Mexico.
It reflects off a memory both clear and lucid a picture of New Mexico before
paved roads, rural electrification, and microwave dependency. It moves the
reader along the bumpy, dusty routes through the rural communities into the
kitchens and living rooms of the often drafty homes.
The assortment of articles covers the span of the twentieth century with
the arrival of the author's parents, the Chessers, in 1909, and those of her
husband, Boyd, in 1902, to the present-day chicken farm of the author's grandchildren in Arkansas. Those essays that focus on the early days of the century
are historically most significant. They show a largely pretechnological existence
primarily dependent upon experience and resourcefulness. Those essays treating the thirties and forties offer some interesting accounts of the trials and
tribulations of teaching in one-room schools. With the commentary upon the
last few decades, the dramatically changing lives of the range rider and the
sodbuster are made abundantly clear. It is also quite obvious that Mrs. Williams
has some reservations about the intrusion of technology upon New Mexico's
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eastern plains. Clearly, nostalgia provided the filter through which many of
the author's recollections were sifted.
There are a number of extras that add substantially to the quality of this
book. Mrs. Williams, a member of the Cowgirl Hall of Fame and Western
Heritage, is a very capable writer. She has, as well, a keen sense for the human
interest story and integrates a number of biographical sketches into the book.
Moreover, the book is conscientiously edited. Numerous snapshots in addition
to photographs of Mrs. Williams' own paintings illustrate the work. Contrary
to most books of this type, this one is thoroughly indexed.
This is essentially an autobiographical work, but it is somewhat more.
Most significantly, it paints from a female participant's perspective a historical
picture of the rural social scene. One can become acquainted with such things
as the construction of a desert cooler, the use of cow chips as fuel, the diet of
Calvin Coolidge's America, setting a broken arm, the liabilities of owning pet
goats, rabid cats and old dogs, and even the smell of a wild' bear. The New
Mexico history buff should enjoy the interesting and insightful memories of
Ernestine Chesser Williams.
William Gibbs
New Mexico Military Institute, Roswell

Pattillo Higgins and the Search for Texas Oil. By Robert W. McDaniel with Henry
C. Dethloff. (College Station: Texas A&M University Press, 1989. xii + 174 pp.
Illustrations, appendixes, bibliography, index. $19.95.)
The search for hidden treasure has fascinated man far back into our earliest
history. The prospector searching for gold has been replaced during the twentieth century by exploration for petroleum on a gargantuan scale. Banks of the
most sophisticated and advanced computers run twenty-four hours a day processing information from all over the world. Some is received directly from
the field via satellite.
This is a far cry from the world of Pattillo Higgins and the discovery of
the Spindletop Field, which marked the beginning of the modern oil industry.
Oil had been discovered in Pennsylvania a half century earlier but Spindletop
in 1901 demonstrated that oil could be produced in quantities sufficient to meet
the needs of another fledgling industry, the motor car. Hand in hand these
two industries went on to become the largest economic ventures in the world
and revolutionized our lives.
The name Patillo Higgins could come from a Dickens novel and is ideally
suited to a man who became a legendary oil finder. The exploration for oil a
century ago was a combination of simple geology, mixed with intuition and a
vast amount of luck. Higgins apparently was well equipped with all three and
as an oil finder had a unique reco.rd in the early days of the industry that even
today highly scientific techniques can barely match.
As an individual, Higgins is the perfect example of a totally dedicated
visionary. With a strong religious belief, he carried his religious zeal into his
personal life and refused to accept the endless defeats over a decade before
his efforts resulted in the discovery of Spindletop. Three of the world's giant
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international oil companies have their origins in this discovery. They were
Texaco, Gulf, and Humble, the latterto become the U.S. arm of today's Exxon.
Higgins' interest in petroleum originated with his successful brick business
and the perceived need fpr petroleum to fire his kilns. He started his career
as a lumberjack and found a use for firewood by establishing a brickworks in
the small town of Beaumont, Texas. Dissatisfied with the quality of bricks he
could produce with wood fuel, he discovered that bricks fired by the higher
temperatures of fuel oil could produce a much harder and better brick. Armed
with this knowledge, he began a search for oil that took more than ten years
of tireless efforts.
It is one of the ironies of nature that Higgins was not present when the
discovery well came in. It was high drama in every sense of the word. The
book is well written and captures the excitement of the moment as well as the
era itself. This is the world that Edna Ferber sought to capture in Giant. It is
pure Texas at its best. Many familiar and prominent names within the oil
industry appear in these pages. For someone like myself with more than fifty
years in the petroleum industry, it has a great deal of nostalgia.
Higgins went on to participate in numeorus other oil discoveries. While
at times it may be difficult to separate fact from myth, he unquestionably had
a record as an oil finder that few or none can ever match. Above all, this is a
book about the power of perseverance, patience and faith.
Robert O. Anderson
Roswell

From Hacienda to Bungalow: Northern New Mexico Houses, 1850-1912. By Agnesa
Lufkin Reeve. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1988. xii + 223
pp. Illustrations, maps, notes, bibliography, index. $24.95 cloth, $12.95 paper.)
In territorial New Mexico, as perhaps in no other place, architecture captured and distilled the influence of multiple cultures in a form that was completely unique to the region. While many works have concentrated on the
Hispanic contributions to domestic architecture of the territory, From Hacienda
to Bungalow examines what the author calls "the impact of the Anglo invasion
of New Mexico." Agnesa Lufkin Reeve documents the immense stylistic changes
wrought by Anglo settlers over a sixty-year period upon a built environment
that had remained virtually static for some two hundred years.
Anglo settlers, determined to reshape the Southwest in their own image,
first transformed, then redefined, then virtually eliminated New Mexico's traditional style of building before bringing it back in the form of a revival. The
evolution began with the Territorial style, which saw such features as pitched
roofs and classical trim grafted onto basic Hispanic house forms. By the 1880s,
town and ranch houses made new use of adobe, with floor plans and ornamental detailing derived from popular Victorian fashion rather than from a
relationship with the immediate surroundings. With the early twentieth century came the widespread popularization of the bungalow, built in New Mexico
because it was being built in other parts of the country. Ironically, at the end
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of the Territorial period, Anglo architects and builders rediscovered the traditional adobe dwelling, launching a revival style which would have a major
impact on the face of modern New Mexico.
From Hacienda to Bungalow individually examines a variety of northern New
Mexico houses, and Reeve has discovered a wealth of personal accounts that
add a human element to each architectural history. She also makes effective
use of quotations from well-researched fictional works. The architecture of
New Mexican forts and trading posts is compared with that of residences
ranging from ranch houses to sixty-three-room mansions. An abundance of
illustrative material adds to Reeve's written documentation of the "Anglo invasion of New Mexico." This book will be a useful addition to the growing
body of works on northern New Mexican architecture. Perhaps it may help
inspire a similar study of the equally interesting traditional architecture of
southern New Mexico.
Susan Berry
Silver City Museum

Platte River Road Narratives: A Descriptive Bibliography of Travel Over the Great
Central Route to Oregon, California, Utah, Colorado, Montana, and Other Western
States and Territories, 1812-66. By Merrill J. Mattes. (Urbana: University of Illinois
Press, 1988. xiv + 632 pp. Map, index. $95.00.)
In the field of Western Americana, rarely have so many historians and
buffs of overland travel eagerly anticipated a book as this one. And they have
not been disappointed.
This handsomely produced bibliography· identifies, describes, and evaluates 2,082 known narratives· of people who followed the central overland
route along the Platte River and its tributaries. It also tells the user where the
compiler located the full narratives--in university collections, in libraries, and
in the hands of private collectors.
The book's format is large, eleven by eight and a half inches in size, with
two columns per page. The listing of narratives is in chronological order,
beginning with Robert Stuart in 1812 and ending with Sarah A. Wisner in 1866.
This work includes a delightfully personal foreword by writer James A.
Michener, a two-page map showing the central route and other principal trails,
plus a detailed index.
The bibliography seems definitive, but as Mattes notes in his preface,
"some significant overland accounts have probably slipped through the cracks
in the search process. Some are bound to turn up after publication of this
volume, either because they only recently surfaced in an antique shop, in a
used book store, or in someone's attic."
Still, the work not only serves as a handy guide to central route narratives
but provides good reading as well. Mattes points out that nearly half a million
people traveled the central route between 1812 and 1866, when wagon travel
gave way to the iron horse. "It appears that about one out of every 250 of
these marchers left some kind of meaningful written record of their great
adventure," writes Mattes in his preface.
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Mattes, who calls himself a maverick historian, first joined the National
Park Service in 1935 as the first salaried superintendent of the Scotts Bluff
National Monument in western Nebraska. There his love affair with overland
travel began and has continued for more than half a century, even after his
retirement in 1975. Mattes' bibliography is scholarship at its best. It is a major
contribution to the history of the American West. It shows the compiler's loving
care for the subject matter, and its value to historians and buffs alike will
continue into the twenty-first century and beyond.
David Dary
University of Oklahoma

The Trail: A Bibliography of the Travelers on the Overland Trail to California, Oregon,
Salt Lake City, and Montana during the Years 1841-1864. By Lannon W. Mintz.
(Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1987. xxv + 201 pp. Illustrations, map, appendixes, index. $24.95.)
This annotated bibliography of emigrant accounts and diaries, compiled
by Lannon W. Mintz of the Albuquerque Westerners, is one of a number of
such compilations published in recent years. Though less comprehensive than
the scholarly listings in Merrill Mattes' The Great Platte River Road and John
Unruh's The Plains Across, and more narrowly focused than Garold Cole's Travels
in America (which covers articles in periodicals between 1955 and 1980) and
the recently published Platte River Road Narratives (which covers the years from
1812 to 1866), also by Merrill Mattes, the volume under review here is designed
to appeal to the general public by including only those accounts readily accessible. In implementing this design, Lannon has succeeded admirably.
The bibliography includes more than five hundred entries, each of which
is nicely annotated. A further listing of more than one hundred "Red Herrings"
helps the reader avoid seeking out inappropriate diaries, as well as providing
quite a nice introduction to some of the materials available on the Santa Fe
Trail and other routes. The alphabetical listing of all trail accounts by year of
travel, together with a coded guide to the estimated value of each entry,
provides additional specialized information.
As with most reviews, however, this writer has a couple of questions,
and several quibbles. The questions: 1) Why did the author deem it inappropriate to include any travel accounts prior to 1841, thereby excluding a number
of very interesting missionary accounts? 2) The author mentions Unruh's The
Plains Across in his introduction; why, one wonders, is it not also included in
his list of "Additional Readings"?
Now to the quibbles. On page 40 (item 124) the author states that Father
DeSmet "Traveled with the Bidwell-Bartleson party...." My reading of the
relevant accounts suggests that it was the other way around. In the entry on
Theodore Geer's Fifty Years in Oregon (p. 53, item 172), reference is made to
the inclusion of the "diary of Mrs. Elizabeth Smith"; the author might have
noted that this is the same diary separately listed on page 123 (item 429) as
the diary of Elizabeth Dixon Smith. Finally, on page 47, item 151, the last name
of William Drummond Stewart has been omitted.
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In sum, trail buffs and all others with interests that do not require access
to periodical, manuscript, or unpublished materials will find this compilation
both valuable and easy to use. When the reasonable cost is added, that makes
for a combination that is truly hard to beat.
Robert L Munkres
Muskingum College

Jessie Benton Fremont: A Biography. By Pamela Herr. (New York: Franklin Watts,
1987. xvi + 496 pp. Notes, bibliography, index. $24.95.)
Pamela Herr has written an outstanding biography of one of the bestknown women in nineteenth-century America. Had Jessie Benton Fremont
lived in modern times, she might have achieved success in politics or the
professions. Living in Victorian America, however, she channeled her considerable intelligence, ambition, and energy into her husband's career.
The author has used previously unknown and little explored material to
produce this first serious biography of Jessie Fremont. Herr also uses a "life
and times" approach to convey "what it was like to be talented, ambitious,
and female in nineteenth-century America." The favorite daughter of powerful
Senator Thomas Hart Benton of Missouri, Jessie grew up in Washington where
she accompanied her father on his political rounds. Encouraged to be resourceful and independent, seventeen-year-old Jessie scandalized Benton and
Washington society by eloping with the charming Lieutenant John Charles
Fremont of the United States Corps of Topographical Engineers. This is a
biography, then, not only of Jessie but also of her marriage to the famous
explorer. Since Jessie could not act freely like a man, she would become a
powerful advocate and assistant for a man equally as ambitious and hungry
for public acclaim.
'
Herr follows the marriage through the achievements and setbacks of John's
public career, showing clearly that Jessie's role in his rise to national prominence ~as critical. Through Jessie, John received the backing of Senator Benton
who secured for John leadership of the 1842 survey to the Rockies. Jessie shared
in John's work to prepare for each of his western expeditions and then collaborated with him in writing the final reports that established his reputation
as a national hero. In later years Jessie labored to protect that image-tarnished
by his court martial, by his schemes to promote his California property, and
by his lackluster performance as a Union general. She emerges in this compelling biography as a charming, witty, strong-willed, resourceful woman, who
for the last twenty years of her marriage-after the family fortune had vanished-took up her pen to support a husband and three children.
Jessie Fremont is fortuna'te to have Pamela Herr, an accomplished writer,
as her biographer. Herr's descriptions of Washington society and the California
countryside are tirst-rate. But she is at her best in describing Jessie's lifelong
battle to maintain outward respectability while pushing the boundaries of
proper Victorian womanhood. Jessie Benton Fremont is a major contribution to
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American social and political history. It will receive high marks from both
.
scholars and the general reading public.
Darlis A. Miller
New Mexico State University

General George Wright: Guardian of the Pacific Coast. By Carl P. Schlicke. (Norman:
University of Oklahoma Press, 1988. xii + 418 pp. Illustrations, maps, notes,
bibliography, index. $29.95.)
George Wright was a professional soldier whose life embodied the West
Point credo, "Duty, Honor, Country." A simple patriot, he served without much
thought of glory or reward. Perhaps that is why scholars have tended to neglect
this outstanding antebellum officer. But now, Carl P. Schlicke, a retired surgeon
turned historian, fills a gap in the literature of the frontier military. His book
is the first full-length biography of the steady commander who helped safeguard the lands beyond the Rockies for a nation menaced by secession and
civil war.
Born in Norwich, Connecticut, on October 21, 1803, Wright graduated
from West Point nineteen years later and then served an extended military
apprenticeship on the Mississippi Valley and Canadian frontiers. He came of
age as a soldier in the 1840s, exhibiting valor and good judgment in the Second
Seminole War and Winfield Scott's drive on Mexico City. Wright is best remembered for his successful 1858 campaign against the Spokane, Coeur d'Alene,
and Palouse Indians in Washington Territory, capped by his victories at Four
Lakes and Spokane Plains. Schlicke contends, however, that Wright rendered
his greatest service during the Civil War-even though he participated in none
of the conflict's battles. Assuming command of the Department of the Pacific
in October 1861, Wright labored to protect the furthest reaches of the beleaguered Union, the American territory west of the Rocky Mountains. He spent
the next three years raising and maintaining volunteer troops to repel Confederate invaders, intimidate secessionist sympathizers, and chastise Indians
in a realm as wild and inaccessible as it was vast.
Schlicke cut no corners in his research, but he falls short in detailing
Wright's private life. Apparently, Wright's personal papers were lost with their
owner in a shipwreck off the north California coast on July 30, 1865. Consequently, the author's narrative is often as dryas Wright's official correspondence, upon which Schlicke placed so much reliance-although he occasionally
enlivens things with engaging accounts of army life and field operations drawn
from other sources. Despite the obstacles, Schlicke made good use of available
research materials, and his book is likely to be the most authoritative biography
of George Wright.
Gregory J. W. Urwin
University of Central Arkansas
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Cavalier in Buckskin: George Armstrong Custer and the Western Military Frontier. By
Robert M. Utley. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1988. xvii + 226
pp. Illustrations, maps, bibliography, index. $19.95.)
For the past twenty-five years, Robert M. Utley has established a welldeserved reputation as the dean of frontier military historians. The present
volume only heightens Utley's stature. In portraying George Armstrong Custer
as a talented yet hypocritical man, Utley's convincing account will be a standard
for future studies of Custer, the army, and the American West.
Utley's George Custer is a contradictory figure, plagued by internal struggles between the boy and the man. The boy was haughty, rash, undisciplined,
and selfish, bored with peacetime life and anxious to fulfill his sexual and
material needs. Like so many Civil War heroes, Custer found the post-war
years difficult. His record in Reconstruction Texas and during Winfield Scott's
1867 campaign left much to be desired. His unseemly bartering of his name
for political and economic gaIn was unethical if not illegal. Yet in the end,
Utley maintains that the man gained control over the boy. Fame won in the
Washita Campaign sparked the development of a mythical "cavalier in buckskin" (p. 78), a finely tuned image of Custer as frontiersman and Indian fighter.
Upon encountering a large Indian encampment during the Sioux campaign of
1876, Custer instinctively divided his command in hopes of ensnaring his foes
between two powerful pincers.
At the Little Big Horn, this tactic, so successful in earlier confrontations,
proved a disastrous failure. Yet in Utley's view, Custer was not at fault. Rather,
he places responsibility upon Captain Frederick W. Benteen and Major Marcus
A. Reno, whose refusal to offer effective assistance doomed Custer's outnumbered command. Utley argues that Custer might have won the battle with
more troops. Even without such assistance, Custer would have routed a smaller,
less confident Indian foe. Utley also suggests that Custer might have received
mortal wounds early in the battle, rather than in the final action atop Custer
Hill. Indeed, he concludes that "Custer died the victim less of bad judgment
than of bad luck" (p. 202).
But one suspects that Custer, the inveterate gambler, had dared the fates
once too often. By alienating Benteen and Reno, he failed to engender the
loyalty which might have spurred either to fight their way to his side when
needed. By eschewing any thoughts of coordinated strategy, Custer and the
army made a stunning defeat possible. And the refusal of Custer (and most
fellow officers) to attempt anything more than a superficial understanding of
Indians contributed to his rash decision to attack without adequate reconnaissance. Finally, Custer's vocal criticism of the Grant administration made it
necessary for him to do something spectacular during the Sioux campaign.
Utley suggests that his subject "affords an ideal medium for viewing and
understanding ... the frontier army of the American West" (p. 12). The volume
admirably supports this thesis. His suggestions of mutual marital infidelity
within the Custer household and vigorous defense of Custer's actions at the
Little Big Horn will remain controversial. The book's brevity and lack of footnotes mean that it will not be the definitive scholarly biography of Custer, but
such was never the author's intention. Instead, in this first volume of the
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promising Oklahoma Western Biographies Series, Utley has compiled a readable, insightful, and highly rewarding account of the life of the mysterious
George Armstrong Custer.
Robert Wooster
Corpus Christi State University

Custer and His Times: Book Three. Edited by Gregory J. W. Urwin and Roberta
E. Fagan. (Conway: University of Central Arkansas PresslLittle Big Horn Associates,Inc., 1987. 305 pp. Illustrations, maps, notes, bibliography, index.
$28.95 cloth, $16.50 paper.)
For several years the Little Big Horn Associates, a society of Custer enthusiasts, has issued book-length anthologies exploring the career and accomplishments of this controversial figure. Custer and His Times: Book Three, actually
fourth in the series, follows a well-established pattern by presenting several
essays on Custer's Civil War career, proportionally more on his successes and
resounding defeat on the Western frontier, and several interesting and always
useful bibliographies.
With but two exceptions, the fourteen essays in Book Three are notable
additions to the voluminous mass of Custer literature, and several are particularly noteworthy. Roberta E. Fagan's "Custer at Front Royal: 'A Horror of the
War:" reinterprets an incident regarded as the most "controversial" in Custer's
Civil War career. In "Two Sides of a General," Lawrence A. Frost explores
Custer's considerable literary interests. Neil Mangum, former park historian
at the Custer Battlefield National Monument in Montana, gives an insider's
view of the successful archaeological survey conducted on that site following
a dramatic 1983 prairie fire. In '''Custar [sic] Had Not Waited For Us': One of
Gibbon's Doughboys on the Custer Battle:' Gregory J. W. Urwin provides a
splendid summary of infantry operations during the Little Big Horn campaign.
Equally useful and illuminating is Richard G. Hardorff's "Packs, Packers, and
Pack Details: Logistics and Custer's Pack Train." "Custer and Pop Culture," by
Brian W. Dippie and Paul A. Hutton, and "Custer Bibliography, 1982-1985:'
by Vincent A. Heier, conclude the volume by updating Custer bibliographies
originated by these well-known scholars.
Of the two slips in this otherwise satisfying work, Wayne Sarf's simplistic
and needless overview, "Custer and His Times: A Capsule History:' ignores
the fact that this book's obvious audience is those hundreds of Custer buffs
renowned for their encyclopedic knowledge of the basic facts. Worse is Sarah
J. Blackstone's "Custer Joins the Wild West Show." Blackstone demonstrates
such a sorrowfully shallow comprehension of William F. Cody as scout and
showman that her inclusion here only discredits the book's many values.
Shortcomings aside, editors Urwin and Fagan deserve great credit for preparing
this anthology and continuing this useful scholarly tradition.
Paul L. Hedren
National Park Service
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Fort Laramie in 1876: Chronicle of a Frontier Post at War. By Paul L. .Hedren.
(Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1988. xiii + 313 pp. Illustrations, maps,
notes, bibliography, index. $24.95.)
A military campaign is like a play in that the action on the stage gets the
attention yet much more activity has gone on before in preparation, and indeed, is going on simultaneously backstage during the performance. Journalists
at the time and historians later concentrate on the operations in the field and
tend to ignore what makes those operations possible. Paul Hedren fills in part
of that neglected aspect of the Sioux War of 1876 in this well written and solidly
researched book. By focusing on Fort Laramie during this critical year, he
provides a new dimension not only to studies of the Sioux War but also to the
genr~ of post histories which are often exercises in local history that fail to
place the fort in its proper perspective.
In his diary on November 2, 1876, Lieutenant John G. Bourke, General
Crook's famous aide, wrote of the bustle at the fort "with troops moving in
and troops moving out, officers running hither, thither and yon, changing
quarters, drawing supplies or other duties" (p. 193). Fort Laramie was such a
busy place because it was the logistical base for Crook's campaigns. The author's contJ;ibution is, after combing through the voluminous official records
and assorted diaries, letters and memoirs, to put together an account of the
official routines and general activities on post and how they related to the war.
In this book the troops become not only numbers of men in designated units
but some of the non-corns and soldiers become names as well. The officers
and some of their wives and children emerge more clearly. No one can read
this book and not grieve with the Caprons who discussed the illness and death
of their two year old son in their letters. Hedren gives the amounts and kinds
of supplies brought in and shipped out and describes the crucial transportation
and communication network which made Fort Laramie so important at this
time. One can even learn how many civilian workers there were and how
much they were paid.
This is a chronicle, as the author indicates in his subtitle, but it is also an
excellent work of history. Hedren places the garrison in its proper historical
context with deft summaries and analyses of the Indians' situation and the
plans and operations of the army.
Edward M. Coffman
University of Wisconsin, Madison

History of Nevada. By Russell R. Elliott and William D. Rowley. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1987. xiv + 472 pp. Illustrations, maps, notes,
bibliographical essays, index. $26.95 cloth, $13.95 paper.)
This is a balanced survey which begins with the physical setting and ends
with the contemporary scene. About half the book is devoted to the twentieth
century. The first half of the book is mostly the same as the first edition, with
a slight change here and there plus some new interpretations of the 1863 and
1864 constitutional conventions. The last three chapters have been extensively
revised and expanded to' include events froin 1970 to 1985. The original large
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and useful essay on sources is supplemented with an equally comprehensive
discussion of primary and secondary materials which have appeared since
.
1973.
In his review of the first edition Gilman Ostrander characterized Russell
Elliott's book as "modest in tone and monumental in achievement" and "a
work of original scholarship." This new edition only reinforces that judgment.
This reviewer laments two omissions. One is that the excellent and extensive
political narrative is lacking in any cultural analysis which would make it useful
for comparative purposes. It would seem that Nevada voters, increasingly as
elsewhere in the West, vote a split ticket, switch parties, and are swayed by
personality. Similarly, changes in partisan control make no difference since the
public policy that emerges is conservative in either case. Secondly, there is
little discussion of water use and the fact that there will come a time, jfit is
not already passed, when a lack of water must limit growth.
A strange land, Nevada, one characterized largely by what it does not
have. Modern Nevada emerged from the matrix formed by Boulder Dam, World
War II military spending, and post-war population growth in California. The
economic answer since then has been gambling. The combination has made
for an explosive growth of population, almost total urbanization, and the state's
emergence as an entertainment capital. However, the authors do not let the
glitter hide serious social problems that accompany prosperity through vice.
Finally, despite enormous changes since 1950, there is also an important
theme of continuity-transience. For most people Nevada has been a stopping
off place rather than a community and home for passing on more lasting values
than the fleeting one of fortune.
Richard R. Roeder
Carroll College, Helena

Hoover Dam: An American Adventure. By Joseph E. Stevens. (Norman: University
of Oklahoma Press, 1988. ix + 326 pp. Illustrations, map, notes, bibliography,
index. $24.95.)
Joseph E. Stevens has written a book which will have wide popular appeal
because of its concentration on "the human dimensions of Hoover Dam's
construction while not ignoring the details of engineering, machinery, and
construction techniques" (p. viii). Insofar as this remained his objective he
produced an admirable volume. This he achieved by immersing himself in a
formidable assortment of documentation touching every aspect of the construction, and through six and one-half of the seven chapters limiting himself
to his avowed purpose. It provides convincing evidence that the dam was one
of the most remarkable accomplishments of the century and that it reshaped
the previously limited mission of the Bureau of Reclamation into a multiplepurpose agency involved in the impoundment of water for a variety of purposes.
The author adds a panegyric on the dam's subsequent impact in a style
completely out of harmony with the restrained and balanced narrative which
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had gone before. Questions raised by qualified authorities concerning potentially serious environmental damage arising from man's tampering with nature's precarious balance he dismisses with what amounts to a declaration of
faith in the infallibility of modern technology.
Stevens also could have defined more accurately the geographic region
influenced by erection of the dam and indicated both beneficial and adverse
consequences. He uses the terms "arid Southwest" (p. 258) and "Southern
California" (p. 259) interchangeably. This indicates at least a casual interest in
the effect of the dam on other Colorado Basin states. Excepting Las Vegas,
however, the "virtually unlimited growth" (p. 259) described is for all practical
purposes limited to southern California's valleys and to Los Angeles and its
satellites. The key to this growth lies less in the impact of Hoover Dam than
in a distribution system under which California, contributing minimally to the
basin's water supply, was able to secure the bulk of the Colorado's flow with
a coastal city far removed from that basin ending up with the lion's share of
both impounded water and hydroelectric power. That story is told in the court
rooms and congressional committee chambers where California battled strenuously to preserve its enviable position.
This is a worthwhile volume which, in this reader's opinion, would have
been even more meaningful had the author omitted all reference to the subsequent impact of Hoover Dam or, alternatively, written under the same rigorous rules of scholarship that he applied earlier, and in sufficient depth to
reflect the effect of the dam on all of the Colorado River Basin.
Ira G. Clark
New Mexico State University

Plains Folk: A Commonplace of the Great Plains. By Jim Hoy and Tom Isern.
(Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1987. xiv + 200 pp. Illustrations,
map, index. $17.95.)
The University of Oklahoma Press has brought forth an interesting volume
in this collection from the syndicated newspaper column Plains Folk written
by Jim Hoy and Tom Isern. The coauthors are both natives of the Great Plains
and currently serve as professors at Emporia State University in Kansas. But
this is certainly not a scholarly work. Professional training in the humanities
is no prerequisite for these columns which have appeared in many small town
plains newspapers and seek to celebrate the life of common folks in this region.
Hoy and Isern provide ninety-six different pieces of approximately two to
three pages each, divided into eight sections such as folklore, plains animals,
ranch and farm life, working and playing, and people and places of the plains.
The longest section of the book is devoted to folklore, and Hoy and Isern well
demonstrate their grasp of Great Plains culture when they discuss such topics
as rattlesnakes, water witching, snipe hunting, and Corps of Engineers legends. But while knowledgeable, Hoy and Isern are rather bland in their story
telling, and a great deal of the pleasure in the volume comes from the reader's
own remembrances of similar stories and events. On the other hands, for
readers not already acquainted with this region, the terrain may be a little
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confusing. Hoy and Isern assume a great deal on the part of their audience,
and the novice may feel somewhat like the participant in a snipe hunt.
In fact, in many of their selections, Hoy and Isern refer to their own
experiences growing up in the plains. While this technique often provides their
tales with a folksy perspective, it can sometimes be annoying when their
personal views intrude into their empirical observations. For example, in a
piece on baseball, Hoy observes that the sport has played an important role
in plains culture, but he concludes, "it's a little hard for me to get overly excited
about something that puts about ten minutes of action into a package of over
three hours." Also, in their emphasis upon the Great Plains they experienced
while growing up, Hoy and Isern tend to shortchange increasing urbanization
of the region. But some of these shortcomings in the volume are compensated
for by the obvious devotion both authors have for their native region. Hoy
concludes, "Mountains and trees have their attractions, but to a true plainsman,
nothing is prettier, or more reassuring, than a big sky and some wide-open
spaces." Scholars and Easterners may find this work of limited value, but Great
Plains residents should find a great deal of pleasure in the pages of Hoy and
Isern.
Ron Briley
Sandia Preparatory School, Albuquerque

Social Security: The First Half-Century. Edited by Gerald D. Nash, Noel H. Pugach, and Richard F. Tomasson. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico
Press, 1988. xiii + 344 pp. Illustrations, notes, bibliography, index. $24.95 cloth,
$12.95 paper.)
This book is the first volume published in a projected series on public
policy by the University of New Mexico Press. The aim of the series is to
address issues of importance to the nation and to the southwest, and to stimulate interdisciplinary analysis of public policy.. It is appropriate, therefore,
that this volume concerns the most important social program in the history of
the United States, social security.
The editors have divided the book into three parts. The first one includes
a useful overview of social security with a breakdown of each program and
changes in benefits, taxes, and categories since 1935. Written by Gerald D.
Nash and Richard F. Tomasson, many issues and ideas are discussed here,
and the authors make a couple of interesting points: concerning coverage for
aged husbands or widowers versus aged wives or widows, they state that "NO
other social security system in the world is now as fully devoid of sexual
differentiation as the American" (p. 18); and while in 1981 the prestige and
influence of conservative Ronald Reagan reached a high point, and he urged
a drastic restructuring of social security, the changes in the 1980s "can only be
regarded as minor and peripheral to the core of the programs" (p. 21).
This overview also gives enough information so readers will be able to
understand better the discussion which follows, one held at the university in
1985 which included Charles I. Schottland, Commissioner of Social Security
from 1954-1959, Robert J. Myers, long time Chief Actuary of Social Security,
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Thomas H. Eliot, chief draftsman of the 1935 Social Security Act, Wilbur J.
Cohen, employed by Social Security Administration from 1935 to the 1960s
when he became Secretary of Health Education and Welfare, and Eveline M.
Bums, who has been publishing on social welfare since the 1920s. Like oral
history, the discussion is enlightening at times, yet here the book reads like a
conference transcription, complete with inside comments; perhaps the editors
in the future could edit more heavily the statements of the moderator and
especially the audience.
Part two of the book contains three "general studies," which are more
valuable to scholars. W. Andrew Achenbaum's "Social Security's Three R's"
intelligently traces how society's views have changed since the 1930s concerning "risks, rights and responsibilities." Gary P. Freeman examines the politics
of social security by rejecting the "demand-side model" which stresses that
policy change was a response to pressures exerted on the public sector by
private actors such as interest groups and voters, and instead emphasizes a
"supply-side model" in which government bureaucrats played a more important role. He concludes that agency "administrators worked actively to shape
the program in order to create and sustain public support, to ensure an institutional basis for independent decisionmaking, and to close off <;hallenges and
alternatives from the private sector" (p. 175). "Social security is probably the
most striking example of a supply-side domestic policy in the American political
system" (p. 173). Gaston V. Rimlinger adds a "world view" of "Social Security
in Trouble" by examining similar programs in West European industrial nations. He notes that the dominant concept at the turn of the century was that
economic security for workers was a requirement for the stability of an industrialized society, and that after World War II the concept gave way to the
notion that "social protection was a basic right of all citizens" (p. 201). He
concludes that all social insurance programs are in economic trouble, and for
the same reason: the objectives have been increased over the years from providing minimum protection to maintaining a standard of relative comfort.
Finally, Part three contains "specific studies" of social security. Blanche
ColI iiwestigates and argues for reviving the original concept of comprehensive
coverage for old-age insurance. Mark Leff discusses the perils of payroll tax
financing from 1939 to 1950, and Edward D. Berkowitz examines disability
insurance.
Social Security: The First Half-Century is a useful book. The articles are wellresearched and lucid, and other experts supply comments. This book will be
a valuable guide to future research· since it raises important issues, ahd a
reference since the editors have included footnotes and a bibliography which
demonstrates that scholars have produced a small library on social security.
Terry Anderson
Texas A&M University

Selling the Wild West: Popular Western Fiction, 1860-1960. By Christine Bold.
(Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1987. xvii + 215 pp. Illustrations,
notes, bibliography, index. $27.50.)
"This book," says Christine Bold of the University of Alberta at Edmonton,
"reads popular western fiction in a new way, revealing a dynamic and forced
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creativity which has hitherto gone unremarked" (p. 107). Writers of formulaic
fiction, she explains, have to follow prescribed paths, but they long to be
creative and free. Bold stretches this rather thin blanket to cover the whole
body of western fiction from Beadle & Adams to Louis L'Amour. It fits best
the authors and publishers in the early days of mass-produced fiction, but of
course the old author-publisher tug-of-war goes on in all ages.
Her method is to discuss the issues involved, then analyze the works and
careers of a few major authors, sinking exploratory shafts into the enormous
ore body at hand. Her specimens include Ned Buntline and Prentiss Ingraham;
Owen Wister, Frederic Remington, and Emerson Hough; Max Brand and Ernest
Haycox; Alan Le May, Jack Schaefer, and Louis L'Amour. The last chapter,
perhaps the most useful in the book, takes a quick look at the anti-western in
its various manifestations.
Bold is able to draw useful conclusions by this method, but her focus is
,so narrow that much is left unsaid. The picture changes somewhat, for example,
when one considers the novels about the Apache wars. These include over a
hundred paperback books and at least half that number of hard-cover volumes.
Writers like Harold Bell Wright, Will Levington Comfort, and Elliot Arnold
have contributed. They adhered to the formula and they were popular.
More important than the narrow focus, however, is the failure to establish
a connection with the changes that were taking place in the life and literature
of the western world. For example, Bold attributes the disappearance of the
pulp magazines to major errors on the part of the publishers, who concentrated
on the bottom line instead of on readers' preferences. Hindsight tells us that
the pulps perished because they had become anachronistic. People no longer
believed in the Western myth, and there was no market for heroes. Wyatt Earp
had been debunked by the Kansas historians and Arnold's Blood Brother had
convinced many readers that the Indians were the good guys and the pioneers
were the real savages. The slow tide which had been rising for a century was
almost at the full, skepticism was hardening into cynicism, and all our values
had been turned upside down. More was involved than publishers' myopia
in the disappearance of the pulps.
The "anti-western" novels which Bold discusses briefly were not just parodying the conventional western. They were participating in a rebellion against
all the assumptions we had been living by. The porno-westerns made unclean
fun of the morality Americans preached but did not practice. The series westerns, full of groans and gore, told us we were wrong about human nature.
We need not be surprised that in J. P. S. Brown's Jim Kane (1970) the cowboy
is a loser or that in Marguerite Noble's Filaree (1979) he is a brutish lout.
Bold has narrowed her scope, of course, to bring it within discussable
bounds, and she does very well what she sets out to do. She has read widely
and thought deeply and her conclusions are sound and original. L'Amour, for
example, is still a pulp writer and his heroes are "clone-like" figures (p. 151).
She brings a strong new voice to western literary history and criticism, and
she will be heard from again.

C. L. Sonnichsen
Arizona Historical Society
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The Western Writer's Handbook. Edited by James L. Collins. (Boulder, Colorado:
Johnson Books, 1987. vi + 154 pp. $12.95 cloth, $7.95 paper.)
James Collins' intention was to compile a manual that would serve not
only as a practical guide for the writing of western fiction and nonfiction, but
also provide the novice with an orientation to the field he or she is entering.
In most cases Collins has selected essays by "popular" authors, who supply
research tips, stylistic advice, and helpful anecdotes from their own careers
and experience. His handbook adds up to an uneven discussion of western
writing, generally of interest, yet rarely profound. The essayists offer practical
suggestions, mostly elementary, sometimes highly opinionated and occasionally downright foolish. What comes through clearly is that the writer must
show perseverance, and research the subject thoroughly. In fiction as in nonfiction, authenticity is essential.
Included in The Western Writer's Handbook are essays on writing the traditional western novel, the adult novel, the short story, western history, biography, the short article, as well as scripting for television and the editing
and selling of various forms of western prose. While the demand for western
fiction virtually disappeared during the 1970s and early 1980s, that market
appears to be reviving. Richard Wheeler speculates that continuing research
by western historians laid the foundation for this current resurgence of western
fiction, since new information, particularly on the Hispanic and Native American aspects of frontier history, has breathed freshness into a genre that had
become arid, preparing the way for a more realistic approach. Whereas the
public had grown satiated with stories set in the Trans-Mississippi West between the end of the Civil War and 1900, more recent writers have turned to
the fur trade and the modern West.
Two-thirds of Collins' collection is devoted to western fiction, but Donald
Worcester notes that historians also make errors, are guilty of ethnocentrisms,
and resort to stereotypes. Yet he confirms that many areas remain open for
innovative researchers. "Western'history is notoriously 'unhistorical'" (p. 117),
observes John Joerschke, an editor of popular history, who recognizes that at
times fiction and facts are almost impossible to untangle. Serious historians
now tend to dismiss simplistic, heroic interpretations and seek deeper insight
through a diversified viewpoint and a reexamination of myths that seem out
of place in an insecure, congested, polluted America. Curiously enough, as
historical writing on the West becomes less distorted, western fiction shows
evidence of renewed vigor, enough perhaps to regain its traditional following.
Ronald L. Davis
Southern Methodist University

I See by My Get-Up. By Ron Querry. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico
Press, 1987. xiv + 151 pp. Illustrations. $19.95 cloth, $11.95 paper.)
The foreword by Larry L. King to Ron Querry's I See by My Get-Up has
his usual warm and rich humor. To make an ancient cliche even truer, King's
contribution is worth the price of the book..
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Ron Querry, an ex-Oklahoma university English professor, is a .fine and
funny writer whose words follow King's in top order. Turn Ron loose in the
"wide lonesome" outside Santa Rosa, New Mexico, with an unemployed cowdog named Lefty, and something's gonna give-the single life. That's right.
After Querry volunteered to help brand a bull on Elaine Breece Stribling's cow
ranch, the two started dating by fixing fence, hanging fallen-down gates,
doctoring calves, and other romantic activities. Naturally this led straight to
matrimony.
Querry readily admits, to his wife and his readers, that he was not much
of a hand right off, but he had the prime quality to be one-a ridiculous sense
of humor. Without this, the strongest, toughest, and most dedicated woman
or man cannot make it to be called a "real working cowboy."
As this insight grows into the skinned-knuckle, twisted-backbone, rawrumped truth of holding together a small contemporary ranch, so does Querry's brand of brash humor and sometimes surprising tenderness towards the
land and its natural creatures. Good writing indeed.
His feelings and adventures with such horses as Rumpole and Comet, a
calf called Trouble, Big Red, the cow and a banker, lead to an abortive attempt
at joining the Santa Rosa Country Club.
Querry's first book is a dandy. It conjures a wish for more of his pleasing
word pictures illustrated by the authentic and feeling photographs of his wife,
Elaine. The sacred Taos Mountains will smile as they create again ... one can
tell by their "get-up."
Max Evans
Albuquerque

Writing to Survive: The Private Notebooks of Conrad Richter. By Harvena Richter.
(Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1988. 277 pp. Illustrations,
appendixes, notes, bibliography, index. $22.50 cloth, $12.95 paper.)
Writing to Survive is Harvena Richter's account of her father's struggles to
support his family while mastering his literary craft. In numerous notebooks
and forty-three volumes of journals, Conrad Richter recorded his literary theories, outlined story plots, and recorded source materials. Extensive quotes
and excerpts from his journals and notebooks comprise much of this book,
and they reveal much about the difficulty and intensity of the process of literary
creation.
Richter kept three different types of notebooks. Those concerned with the
process of writing are excerpted in chapters such as "Plots and Outlines." His
thesaurus notes are the basis for another chapter, while the entries in "Characters and Conversations" are drawn primarily from his extensive collection
of western anecdotes, reminiscences, and character sketches, many recorded
in colloquial speech patterns.
Richter claimed to have built his writing talent "in sweat, blood, and
despair." These excerpts reveal no spontaneous flow of effortless artistry, but
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hard, grinding labor to formulate plots, compress action, and compose dialogue. Richter admonishes, encourages, and berates himself, a process he
called "tensing the mind."
These selections do not .shed much light on two important aspects of
Richter's literary efforts. He always maintained that his fiction reflected his
philosophical theories, both thematically and stylistically. However, his metaphysical ideas, formulated early in his career, appear only in a brief excerpt
in an appendix and are not discussed in the body of the book. From 1937 to
1940 Richter worked intermittently for Metro-Golden-Mayer motion picture
studios in Hollywood. This work must have had some impact on his subsequent
writing, but is not mentioned in the narrative or in any of the excerpts.
Writing to Survive benefits from two viewpoints on Richter's artistic development-his own, as revealed in his journals and notebooks, and that of
his daughter; herself a writer and teacher of fiction writing. The resulting
insights into Conrad Richter's struggles and eventual triumphs create a compelling account of the artistic process.
Lynn R. Musslewhite
Cameron University

Rough and Rowdy Ways: The Life and Hard Times of Edward Anderson. By Patrick
Bennett. (College Station: Texas A&M University Press, 1988. xv + 191 pp.
Illustrations, bibliography, index. $16.95.)
Edward Anderson was a Texas writer whose life between the wars resembled in many respe~ts those of his literary contemporaries. He bummed around
the country when he was young, wrote for newspapers and the pulps, and
published two "proletarian" novels in the thirties to critical acclaim-Hungry
Men and Thieves Like Us. On the basis of their success, he got a shot at Hollywood scriptwriting but failed to make a go of it, although Thieves Like Us
was later filmed twice, first in 1949 (as They Live By Night, by Nicholas Ray in
his directorial debut), and again in 1974 (directed by Robert Altman). Today,
the films are remembered better than the novel or the novelist.
In Rough and Rowdy Ways, Patrick Bennett's painstakingly researched bi'ography of Anderson, it becomes clear that Anderson failed to live up to his
early promise because he lacked the requisite personal and professional discipline. After the thirties he sank back into obscurity and remained there until
his death in 1969. He never published another novel.
Bennett's affection for his subject is apparent, and the events of Anderson's
life might provide material for an absorbing biography. But, sad to say, Edward
Anderson has not found his Boswell in Patrick Bennett. Early on, Bennett says
that "Anderson wrote with a meat-and-potatoes wordstock, with the lean and
simple syntax of such contemporaries as Dos Passos, Hemingway, and Chandler." Unfortunately, Bennett's syntax is often tortured; in particular, his habit
of shunning the simple past tense in favor of more convoluted constructions
becomes annoying. More important, he fails to sift the events of Anderson's
life for those that can be woven into a compelling narrative. Inconsequential
incidents are related in detail simply because Bennett has the information at
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hand, while important events are skipped over and important questions (notably why Anderson held anti-Semitic and pro-fascist opinions in World War
, II) are left unanswered.
"Edward Anderson left behind two strong, good novels," Bennett concludes. As Bennett tells Anderson's story, that is not enough to raise this
biography beyond the plane of regional interest.
John Byrne Cooke
Teton Village, Wyoming

Shooting Stars: Heroes and Heroines of Western Film. Edited by Archie P. McDonald.
(Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1987. xv + 265 pp. Illustrations, appendix, notes. $35.00 cloth, $12.95 paper.)
The Western has been a staple of the American cinema since the beginning
of the century. Part of its enduring popularity is the Western's trait of being
supremely adaptable to virtually any style or viewpoint. There have been
"realistic" Westerns, comic Westerns, musical Westerns, horror westerns; it's
an all-inclusive genre.
Consequently, a book of essays on the Western-Dr, in the case of Shooting
Stars, the actors identified with the form-might have enormous leeway as to
style, focus, and content. Done correctly, such a book might illuminate the
Western, its mythic power and popular hold. Done haphazardly, as Shooting
Stars is, viewpoints collide and scatter, presenting the reader with conflicting
attitudes and a confusing, unenlightening jumble of facts.
Editor McDonald states in his introduction, "Eleven colleagues ... have
joined me in this examination of Western film heroes. We did not work toward
a central theme; each pursued his or her subject independently and expressed
his or her own interpretations." This indecision mars the book. Good essays,
such as Don Graham's sensitive portrait of Audie Murphy or Michael K. Schoenecke's solid look at the methods of William S. Hart, are, in the end, overwhelmed by those such as a redundant biographical sketch of John Wayne by
editor McDonald, and a shallow essay on Clint Eastwood by Jim Miller (in
which every footnote is derived from an inferior quickie biography of Eastwood, The Man With No Name).
The nadir of the book is Sandra Kay Schackel's Women in Western Film, a
piece more cliche-ridden than a Jimmy Wakely B-Western and, seemingly,
derived entirely from other books. There is no evidence that Schackel viewed
any of the films she discusses; even if she did, she certainly missed some of
the most intriguing women in Western films: Across the Wide Missouri (1951),
Westward the Women (1952), The Guns of Fort Petticoat (1957).
The wildly erratic quality of the essays makes Shooting Stars worth little
as literature, and the lack of filmographies diminishes it as a reference book.
The Western, and those who love it, deserves better.
Frank Thompson
East Berlin, Pennsylvania
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Collecting the West: The C. R. Smith Collection of Western American Art. By Richard
H. Saunders. (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1988. 212 pp. Illustrations,
notes, 'bibliography, index. $35.00.)
Consonant with the growth of art collecting in America, a variety of absorbing accounts dealing with who was involved and why has been published
over the past thirty some years. The most enjoyable of these volumes, S. N.
Behrman's Duveen, appeared in 1951 as a refreshingly perceptive anecdotal
view of Joseph Duveen, the master purveyor of old masters. More scholarly,
and equally engaging, is the exemplary recent work, The Havemeyers by Frances
Weitzenhoffer, which lauds the accomplishments of the distinguished American collecting family. It confirms our continued attraction to such subjects as
who collected what, why they collected what they did and what impact those
assorted acquisitive impulses had on the nation's cultural history. For students
of the western arena, Richard Saunders has now provided a revealing examination of the implications of such phenomena on a regional base.
A dual mission guides Saunders. He wishes first to celebrate the rich store
of American western art assembled by entrepreneur and philanthropist C. R.
Smith-a collection presently in the possession of the Archer M. Huntington
Art Gallery at the University of Texas in Austin. Saunders is joined in this
endeavor by a group of capable graduate students who provided the research
and writing for the handsomely illustrated works-over seventy in number.
Saunders himself addresses Smith the collector and speaks to his place
among his Texas peers, Amon G. Carter and Sid W. Richardson. Like his
contemporaries, Smith began by assembling works of Frederic Remington and
Charles Russell. He later disposed of most of these, selling a major portion of
them, including the most complete collection of Russell bronzes ever amassed,
to Carter. Rather than compete with his better endowed friends, Smith chose
to flatter his own personal tastes with Henry Farny and Gilbert Gaul, Charles
Schreyvogel, and William R. Leigh heading the list. Saunders refers to Smith
as "a passionate collector with a critical eye, an infatuation with the West, and
a belief in honest, righteous dealing." The catalogue of his holdings at the
Huntington Art Gallery proves the validity of the author's assertion.
The other prime consideration in the Saunders book involves the history
of patronage in western American art. Focused by the savvy assumption that
"the best western artists" were part of "the mainstream of American art,"
Saunders' discussions and observations are at once national and regional in
scope. At times the reader feels that the book's feature essay, "Art Patronage
and the American West, 1850-1950," is too much a listing of the artists and
their patrons. However, there are many valuable insights into the motives,
trends and aesthetidcommercial judgments which effected that century of
collecting. Government and private patronage are linked, for example, with
the inexorable forces of national growth and destiny. Collecting or commissioning paintings of America's vast frontier provided one way of expiating the
harsh realities of the conquering process.
Saunders evidences an impressive knowledge of the literature about western American art and about the institutions which have been its stewards over
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time and have been responsible for its reevaluation in recent years. His objective· and analytical review avoids personal aggrandizement found in hubristic treatises on the subject such as Dean Krakel's Adventures in Western Art.
Saunders' book offers us an informed and solid contribution which expands
our understanding of C. R. Smith as a collector and of America's passion for
preserving evocative images of itself.
Peter H. Hassrick
Buffalo Bill Historical Center, Cody, Wyoming

Book Notes

The WPA Guide to 1930s New Mexico. (Tucson: University of Arizona
Press, 1989. xxxvii + 458 pp. Illustrations, maps, appendix, bibliography, index. $16.95 paper.) Reprint, with a new foreword by Marc
Simmons.
The WPA Guide to 1930s Arizona. (Tucson: University of Arizona Press,
1989. xxv + 530 pp. Illustrations, maps, appendix, bibliography, index.
$19.95 paper.) Reprint, with a new foreword by Stewart L. Udall.
Some Strange Corners of Our Country: The Wonderland of the Southwest. By
Charles F. Lummis. (Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1989. xvii +
270 pp. Illustrations. $12.95 paper.) Reprint of the 1892 edition, with
a new foreword by Lawrence Clark Powell.
The Gila Wilderness Area: A Hiking Guide. By John A. Murray. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1988. xvii + 243 pp. Illustrations, maps, appendix, notes, bibliography, index. $13.95 paper.)
The Grand Canyon: Early Impressions. Edited by Paul Schullery. (Boulder,
Colorado: Pruett Publishing Company, 1989. ix + 195 pp. Illustrations,
notes, bibliography. $11.95 paper.) Essays on the Grand Canyon by
John Wesley Powell, Theodore Roosevelt, John Muir, Owen Wister,
and others.
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Dreamers & Defenders: American Conservationists. By Douglas H. Strong.
(Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1988. x + 295 pp. Illustrations,
notes, bibliography, index. $26.95 cloth, $9.95 paper.) Revised version
of the 1971 edition, with new chapters on Harold Ickes, Rachel Carson,
David Brower, and Barry Commoner.

Daniel Boone: Master of the Wilderness. By John Bakeless. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1989. xxii + 480 pp. Illustrations, notes,
bibliography, index. $35.00 cloth, $12.95 paper.) Reprint of the 1939
edition, with a new introduction by Michael A. Lofaro.
Lewis and Clark: Pioneering Naturalists. By Paul Russell Cutright. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1989. xiii + 506 pp. Illustrations,
chart, appendixes, notes, bibliography, index. $14.95 paper.) Reprint
of the 1969 edition.
Forty Years a Fur Trader on the Upper Missouri: The Personal Narrative of
Charles Larpenteur 1833-1872. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press,
1989. xxv + 388 pp. Illustration, maps, index. $29.95 cloth, $9.95 paper.) This classic account of the fur trade is reprinted from the R. R.
Donnelley edition of 1933. Milo Milton Quaife's historical introduction
to that edition is nicely complemented by a new introduction to the
Bison Book edition by Paul L. Hedren, National Park Service superintendent at the Fort Union Trading Post historic site. Fort Union was
Larpenteur's home base.

The Battle of San Jacinto. By James W. PohI. (Austin: Texas State Historical
Association, 1989. 49 pp. Illustrations, map. $4.50 paper.)
Memoirs of Mary A. Maverick. Edited by Rena Maverick Green. (Lincoln:
University of Nebraska Press, 1989. xv + 130 pp. Illustrations. $16.95
cloth, $5.95 paper.) Reprint of the rare 1921 edition published by the
Alamo Printing Company of San Antonio, with a new introduction by
Sandra L. Myres.

Seventy Years on the Frontier: Alexander Majors' Memoirs of a Lifetime on
the Border. Edited by Prentiss Ingraham. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1989. Illustrations. $8.95 paper.) Reprint of the 1893 edition that contained a preface by Buffalo Bill Cody. David Dary provides
a new introduction.

Ben Holladay the Stagecoach King: A Chapter in the Development of Transcontinental Transportation. By J. V. Frederick. (Lincoln: University of
Nebraska Press, 1989. 334 pp. Illustrations, map, tables, appendixes,
bibliography, index. $24.95 cloth, $8.95 paper.) Reprint of the 1940
edition.
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The Old-Time Cowhand. By Ramon F. Adams. (Lincoln: Univeristy of
Nebraska Press, 1989. x + 354 pp. Illustrations. $27.95 cloth, $11.95
paper.) Reprint of the 1948 book. Illustrated by Nick Eggenhofer.
The Wild Bunch at Robbers Roost. By Pearl Baker. (Lincoln: University of
Nebraska Press, 1989. ix + 224 pp. Illustrations, map, notes, index.
$19.95 cloth, $7.95 paper.), Reprint of the revised 1971 edition, with a
new introduction by FIoyd A. O'Neil.

Old Neutriment. By Glendolin Damon Wagner. (Lincoln: University of
Nebraska Press, 1989. xx + 256 pp. Illustrations, notes. $7.95 paper.)
This memoir by General George Custer's orderly, John Burkman, was
first published in 1934. This Bison Book reprint features a substantial
new introduction by Brian W. Dippie.
Troopers With Custer: Historic Incidents of the Battle of the Little Big Horn.
By E. A. Brininstool. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1989. xi
+ 343 pp. Illustrations, notes. $27.95 cloth, $9.95 paper.) Reprint of
the 1952 Stackpole edition.

Famous Indian Chiefs I Have Known. By O. O. Howard. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1989. xix + 364 pp. Illustrations, notes.
$28.95 cloth, $9.95 paper.) Reprint of the 1908 edition, with a new
introduction by Bruce J. Dinges.

Sioux Indian Religion: Tradition and Innovation. Edited by Raymond J.
DeMallie and Douglas R. Parks. (Norman: University of Oklahoma
Press, 1989.. viii + 243 pp. Illustrations, bibliography, index. $9.95
paper.) Second printing.
I Tell You Now: Autobiographical Essays by Native American Writers. Edited
by Brian Swann and Arnold Krupat. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska
Press, 1989. xv + 283 pp. Bibliography, index. $8.95 paper.) Reprint.
Atoms in the Family: My Life With Enrico Fermi. By Laura Fermi. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1988. ix + 267 pp. Illustrations. $10.95 paper.) Reprint of the 1954 memoir by the famed atomic
scientist's wife.

Son of Old Jules: Memoirs of Jules Sandoz, Jr. By Caroline Sandoz Pifer
and Jules Sandoz, Jr. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1989. x
+ 125 pp. Illustrations, maps. $24.50 cloth, $6.50 paper.) Memoir by
the son of the man immortalized by Mari Sandoz in Old Jules.
Willa Cather: A Literary Life. By James Woodress. (Lincoln: University
of Nebraska Press, 1989. xx
paper.) Reprint.

+ 583 pp. Illustrations, notes, index. $14.95
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Tony Hillerman. By Fred Erisman. (Boise: Boise State University, 1989.
51 pp. Bibliography. $3.95 paper.) This is pamphlet number 87 in the
Boise State University Western Writers Series.
Looking for Steinbeck's Ghost. By Jackson J. Benson. (Norman: University
of Oklahoma Press, 1989. viii + 231 pp. Illustrations, index. $24.95.)
The White Man's Road. By Benjamin Capps. (Dallas: Southern Methodist
University Press, 1988. 317 pp. $22.50 cloth, $10.95 paper.) Reprint of
the 1969 novel, with an afterword by James Ward Lee.
Sam Chance. By Benjamin Capps. (Dallas: Southern Methodist University Press, 1987. xi + 269 pp. $22.50 cloth, $10.95 paper.) Reprint of
the 1965 novel with an new introduction by the author and an afterword
by Elmer Kelton.

